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It may be coincidence that the row about the political past of Newcastle’s Tory 
MP Piers Merchant should break open again just as a certain lobby in the 
Conservative party is trying, in the wake of Handsworth, Brixton and 
Tottenham, to flex its muscles on the question of repatriation, but it is also rather 
fitting. 

Mr Merchant’s alleged association with the pro-repatriation National 
Democratic Party first surfaced two years ago in the context of disclosures about 
extremism within and around the Tory party which caused the party acute 
embarrassment. Either by infiltrating the party, or building links with parts of it, 
extremists were aiming for respectability, influence and access which they would 
be hard pushed to achieve otherwise. 

One of the issues which bound them together with those in the party who were 
genuinely their friends, was race: the commitment to expelling Britain’s black 
citizens is common coin within the fascist groups and a particular section of the 
party. 

But, it seems (and maybe from this we may take some crumb of comfort), on 
this question at least, racist campaigners do not have it their way. The racist 
attitudes which prevail throughout our society notwithstanding, one thing which 
has become clear in recent weeks is that there is no significant support in the 
country at large for a policy of repatration. 

A recent poll (in the Sun of all places) revealed a massive majority of the 
population firmly opposed to the notion. The survey was undertaken after Enoch 
Powell’s post-Handsworth ‘I told you so’ outburst, but the result was so 
conclusive that even the Sun was forced to publish the results under the headline 
‘Shut up, Enoch!’ 

There is still a long way to go before a majority is constructed in this country 
which understands how immigration controls are presently rooted in racism, and 
would consent to a dismantling of the controls that exist. But let us not allow the 
racists to get away with their spurious claim that by refusing to countenance 
repatriation, politicians are in some way failing to listen to the popular will, 
because this is a lie. 

It was shown to be so by Mrs Thatcher herself. A day after Powell’s 
pronouncement she firmly rejected repatriation. She is no friend of black people, 
and we may be sure that if she believed she would antagonise a significant white 
constituency out there in the country by slapping down Powell she would never 
have done it. 

When she did, she revealed her own belief that at the present time there are few 
votes in repatriation. 

But things can change. Thatcher did round off her rejection of repatriation 
with the curious rider that she nevertheless always pays close attention to what 
Powell says. And some leading party figures are known to have felt that the 
Tories could make huge electoral capital out of the race issue if the Labour party 
had decided to allow black sections. Clearly there are those in the leadership of 
the Conservative party who would be not at all unhappy to play a racist card in 
the next election if they felt it would benefit them. If, as seems likely, the Tories 
have precious little else to offer the electorate, we may yet be in for a very dirty 
campaign. 
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NEW ALLEGATIONS OVER 


MP’s EXTREMIST LINKS 





A FOURTEEN-year-old confidential 
document from the headquarters 
of the extremist National 
Democratic Party has reopened the 
controversy surrounding the 
political past of Conservative MP 
Piers Merchant. 


Confronted recently with this latest 
evidence, Mr Merchant still insisted that it 
was all part of an orchestrated smear 
against him. He claims he has a full dossier 
which proves his denials. 

Merchant’s name first sprang to public 
notice in this connection during the 1983 
General Election furore surrounding 
Stockton South Conservative candidate 
Thomas Finnegan. His exposure as a 
former NF officer and candidate after 
investigations by Searchlight reporters 
became a major source of embarrassment 
to the Tory Party leadership in a campaign 
where they had most other things their own 
way. 

In his Newcastle Central constituency, 
Piers Merchant also came under the 
spotlight and had to fend off allegations 
that he had, 12 years earlier, been involved 
with the extremist National Democratic 
Party. 


‘Forgery’ claim 


An election address for an NDP candidate 
in Nottingham 1971 gave Merchant’s name 
and address as the party’s election agent. 
And former NDP Midlands organiser Jim 
Gibson told reporters that Merchant had 
spoken at an NDP meeting in Nottingham 
in the same year, alongside the veteran 
patron of far-right causes, Air-Vice 
Marshal Don ‘Pathfinder’ Bennett. 

The allegations were angrily dismissed by 

. Merchant, whose prospects would certainly 
have suffered if they had been shown to be 
true. He claimed he had never been 
involved with the NDP and that the election 
address must be a forgery. Access to a 
‘Piers Merchant’ signature on election 
papers lodged with the Nottingham 
returning officer was persistently denied to 
journalists on the explicit instructions of 

the leader of the Labour council. 

The latest documentary evidence clearly 
calls for a full statement from Mr 
Merchant. A_ confidential NDP 
headquarters memorandum dated 2 
November 1970, lists the party’s national 
committee members and all its key regional 
officials. Mr Merchant is listed for 
Nottingham at the same address (his 
parents’) which appeared on the disputed 
election address. 

Searchlight has no doubts at all about the 


authenticity of the document which 
includes the names of several activists who 
went on to become officials in the National 
Front after the NDP’s collapse. Amongst 
these are Walter Barton, Len Morris and 
Herbert Andrews. One of its listed 
committee members, Robin Pannell, was 
earlier a registered supporter of Colin 
Jordan’s National Socialist Movement. 

Pannell, who was the NDP’s vice- 
chairman, has now confirmed that ‘Piers 
Merchant’ was an NDP activist. 

The NDP had been founded by Dr David 
Browne of Ipswich in 1963, and in the early 
1970s began to turn in some promising 
results in local elections, especially in 
Ipswich and Southampton. It called for the 
compulsory repatriation of immigrants and 
one of its key figures was the ubiquitous 
Les ‘Lutz’ Vaughan, also formerly of the 
National Socialist Movement and _ its 
Spearhead paramilitary wing, and more 
recently the ‘intelligence officer’ of Column 
88. 

On the recently discovered list, 
Vaughan’s earlier business address, though 
not his name, is listed as the NDP contact 
address in Southampton. 











Top: Piers Merchant. Below: NDP 
headquarters document listing him as party 
representative. 


EX-FRONTER SURFACES 


AS TORY CONSTITUENCY BOSS 


WHEN Parliament reassembles 


this month, at least one 
Conservative member should be 
red-faced with embarrassment. 
Teddy Taylor, MP for Southend 
East, will be aware by then that 
his constituency chairman, 
Frank Paveley, is none other 
than former National Front 
member Francis Royston D. 
Paveley (NF membership 
number 11206). 

Paveley was also part of the Essex 
Conservative and Monday Club set up. 

This group, including Kay Tomlin and 
Len Lambert, caused the Conservative 
Party acute embarrassment by inviting 
John Tyndall, then National Front boss, 
to tea at Tomlin’s Redbridge home so 
that he could meet ‘friends’ inside the 
Conservative Party. 

Later on, Tyndall was invited to 
address the Essex Monday Club at a 
meeting held in Chelmsford. Tyndall’s 
two minders for the evening were 
Column 88 security chief Leslie ‘Lutz’ 
Vaughan and Richard Lawson, today a 
leading NF _ strasserite theoretician 





behind the scenes. 

As a result of this meeting Len 
Lambert, the club chairman, as well as 
the rest of the Essex club, were thrown 
out of the national Monday Club 
organisation. 

At the time Paveley along with other 
Conservatives were holding dual 


membership of the National Front and 
Conservative Party. The media were 
told that they had been booted out of 
the Tory Party. 

Over to you, Mr Tebbit. 





John Tyndall: tea with the Tories. 


POLICE THROW IN THE 
TOWEL TO RACISTS 


What an odd way the police look at things in 
Blackburn. The Lancashire Evening 
Telegraph recently reported how Chief 
Superintendent Derek McNamara, head of 
the local police force, had written to housing 
officers to support an Asian family’s request 
for a transfer, as they were virtually prisoners 
in their own home as a result of a long history 
of racist attacks. 

Mrs Freda Alam and her children have 
been subject to arson attacks, racist daubing 
of her home and physical assaults on their 
own doorstep, and bricks and lumps of metal 
have been thrown at her 3-year-old child. 

But why should Mrs Alam have to move? 


BRADFORD 
FRONT 
ADVANCES 
IN REVERSE 
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If anyone should be getting on his bike, it isa 
police chief who cannot ensure the safety of a 
woman and her children on his patch. 
McNamara is supposed to be in charge of 
keeping law and order and if he cannot do 
that the police should find someone who can. 

It may be an easy way out to place black 
people into ghettos ‘‘where they feel safe’’. 
But that is what Jews were persuaded to do in 
a vain attempt to avoid persecution from 
their attackers. 

The local council should ask the police to 
explain why this family cannot be properly 
protected by the people who are well-paid to 
do that very job. 


An attempt to relaunch Bradford NF has 
ended in humiliating retreat for the local 
nazis. About 15 Fronters assembled in the 
North Star pub in central Bradford. 

Seventy counter-demonstrators gathered 
outside demanding that the management 
throw them out. As the anti-fascists were 
about to enter the pub police intervened 
and turfed the NF out, shoving them onto a 
bus to Leeds where many of them had come 
from in the first place. 


|b) AYA Ds 
PRINTERS 


Some green doors give rise to popular 
song-writing, but not usually the sort of 
lyrics designed to be spouted Unter den 
Linden! 

Eat your heart out Shakin’ Stevens, 
because this one’s more like delirium 
tremens, and behind the unmarked green 
door in our photograph there’s a whole lot of 
nazi printing going on. 

Bad jokes aside — yes, it’s the National 
Front’s ultra-secret print shop in Halesworth, 
Suffolk, run by Nick Griffin and the Front’s 
former treasurer, Tom Acton. According to 
the site manager, Acton is very clever and 
produces just about everything from 
newspapers to leaflets, even books. 

Acton appears only a couple of days a 
week at the premises, which are let to the 
‘Kast Suffolk Press’. The art work is carried 
out in Huntingfield at Nick Griffin’s home, 
Hill House, a few miles up the road. 

The identification of the premises came 
after long term research by The Guardian and 
Searchlight. 





HITLER 


YOUTH 
HOSTELS? 





Two discreet flats in Caledonian 
Road, north London, have become 
the centre of a nazi safe house 
system set up just over a year ago. 
The Caledonian Road, running 
from Holloway to King’s Cross, has 
traditionally had its share of hard 
line nazis, but recent events reveal 
something a lot more sinister afoot 
in the area. 


In summer 1984 Jimmy Bosman, a 
leading member of the Belgian semi-legal 
VMO (Flemish Militant Order), visited 
Britain. The VMO have acted over the years 
as hosts for foreign nazis visiting the 
Diksmuide rally. 

Through Irish terrorist contact Steve 
Brady, they have developed a good 
relationship with the League of St George 
and the Ulster Defence Association, while 
at the same time keeping in contact with far 
right Irish republican elements. Since Brady 
moved on to become one of the leading 
figures in the National Front’s new 
Strasserite leadership, he has maintained his 
international connections. 


Violent 


Bosman has a long track record of violent 
nazi activity. 

Whilst in London he was followed to the 
first floor flat at 277 Caledonian Road. In 
this extremely rundown and seedy area the 
flat, which is over a bookmaker’s shop, 
stands out for its high standard of interior 
and exterior decoration. 

There he met Petra Smits of the Dutch 
Centrum Party. Smits has featured as a 
‘RAC bird’ in the NF’s now defunct youth 
paper Bulldog and used to give her address 
as the Ferndale Hotel, a well-known nazis’ 
haunt just up the road at Kings Cross. 

During Bosman’s visit, Smits’ boyfriend 
was wearing the badge of a German nazi 
group ‘‘The Action Front of Hamburg’’. 
Martin Freijling, a Dutch youth fascist 
movement leader, was also around at the 
time. 

The flat appears to be part of a network 
used by COBRA, a latter-day ODESSA set 
up to look after nazis on the run and the 
families of nazis in goal. One of the 
strongest links in this chain is the French 
nazi organisation FANE. 

Suspicion about the growing number of 
younger nazis from abroad operating in 
London grew when a young German nazi 
was arrested, fined and deported following 
a street battle with anti-fascists in Islington. 


HOUSEHOLD ® 








Top: Kings Cross bolthole. Below: two of their Dutch fascist residents. 


Nazi-watchers have reported seeing 
various British nazis, including Nicky 
Crane and NF pseudo-heavy Ian Stuart, 
hanging around with German and Dutch 
nazis in local cafes and pubs. 

Last winter West German intelligence 
agents trailed Kuhnen Group activist Klaus 
Wloka to 320 Caledonian road. A nazi in 
his early 20s, Wloka holds full National 
Front membership and has been very active 
during his time in Britain. Number 320 
looks much less salubrious than 277 which 
is directly opposite and seems to be a nazi 
squat. Three German nazi girls have been 
living there: Sabina Hornig from Berlin, 
Alma from Frankfurt and Sabina Gehl who 
has also been living with NF skinhead John 


Smythe. 
How nazi activists in London are 
supporting themselves has prompted 


speculation both in London and in West 
Germany. The north German and Dutch 
nazi outfits have a big stake in the drugs 
trade in their own countries, dealing mainly 
in marijuana and speed. 


Despite the NF’s much publicised anti- 
drugs stance, there is a growing suspicion in 
some quarters that the possibility of 
financing extremist groups through the 
drugs trade has not passed them by. 

This summer two leading BM activists 
from east London were arrested for 
importing £2% million of marijuana from 
Holland. They are known to be close to 
other BM members who have operated in 
harness with the National Front over the 
last couple of years. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


@ BRITISH RAIL DOUBLETHINK 


British Rail has refused to remove racist graffiti 
daubed on the side of the BR works in 
Wolverton, near Milton Keynes. Nazi and racist 
slogans cover 50 feet of one wall, and can clearly 
be seen by train passengers. 

A British Rail spokesman denied that the 
graffiti existed, and said that, if they did exist, he 
wasn’t able to estimate the cost of removing 
them. (Milton Keynes Mirror 1.9.85.) 


DESPATCHES FROM THE FRON 


PAT ON HIS BACK¢ 


Poor Pat Harrington has not been 
having it so good over the last 
couple of months. First he dropped 
LBC radio in it with his stupid 
remarks on air about Searchlight. 
Then he lost his chance to go up in 
the world when he failed to get a 
place at London University’s 
Birkbeck College. They decided his 
2.2 degree was not good enough. 
Something else at which the lad is not 
quite shining is acting as the National 
Front’s legal ‘expert’. At Horseferry Road 
Magistrates’ Court recently he was unable 
to prevent Newham branch moron Dave 
Thomas being found guilty of threatening 
behaviour. Thomas denied the charge 
which arose from his part in an attack on an 
Irish demonstration on 10 August 1985. He 
was remanded until 22 October for social 
and community service reports after the 
court heard he had previous convictions. 


Wrecking 


Thomas has a reputation for stupidity and 
seems to have lost the NF several hundred 
potential East End recruits after appearing 
on London Weekend Television’s The 
London Programme. He also has a bad 
habit of wrecking Newham schools booked 
under cover names for NF rallies. 

The NF attack on the Irish march had 
come in three waves and ended with several 
Front activists injured and others arrested. 
What was revealing was the level of open 
co-operation between London and Belfast 
activists. Two-thirds of those detained 
alongside the NF were Ulster Defence 
Association members from Northern 
Ireland. Civil servant John Field has 
certainly been doing a good job in 
cementing a close link between the NF and 
Ulster paramilitaries. 

Searchlight can reveal that around half 
the Front’s campaigning efforts are going 
into schools all over the country. From 
various parts of Britain we have received 
reports of teachers taking active steps to 
exclude Front material from playgrounds 
and classrooms. Our prediction last year 
that 12 to 16-year-olds are the target age 
group for NF propaganda appears to have 
proved correct. Oldham, the west country, 
Harlow and Kent are key areas in this 
campaign. 

NF West Midlands official and football 
activist Norman Tomkinson is at it again. 
His latest wheeze is to forge local library 
reference labels and so introduce NF 
material that the local authorities have 
democratically voted to exclude. The local 
chief librarian in Solihull described this 
operation as underhand. 

The five ‘bandsmen’ charged at Dartford 
for wearing political uniforms on an NF 
demonstration through the town earlier this 
year have all been found guilty and fined a 
token £50 each. Still, it’s the spirit of the 
thing that counts. This set of posers are 
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most upset that they have not been able to 
get all dressed up on recent NF outings. 

Brighton Council is still angry over the 
Front successfully breaking a ban imposed 
on them earlier this year. In September the 
NF, in an effort to boost flagging 
confidence and a newly revitalised Crawley 
branch, organised an activity in Brighton. 
This ended with a rally in a building owned 
by the local authority, which they had 
booked using a cover name. Although the 
Front brought in members from London, 
they had less than 40 present and were 
greeted by an anti-fascist demonstration 
300 strong. 

On NF deputy chairman Nick Griffin’s 
own patch, the trustees of the St John 
Centre in Bury St Edmunds have banned 
the Front from using their premises. This 
comes as no surprise in the light of the 
Front’s local record of arson, assault and 
intimidation. 

Three NF members from Croydon were 
convicted of daubing a local trade union 
office wall with NF slogans. Adrian Woods 
was fined £75 and Paul Dunbar and Jason 
Blight were each fined £50. 

The Front’s recruitment campaign in the 
north east seems to be directed at youth 
offenders, football hooligans and the like. 
Around Consett the walls are covered with 
NF graffiti and the local councils are slow 
to do much about it. Recently the NF 
boosted their contacts with young misfits 
by setting up a tattoo shop in Consett. 
Geoff Purdie, the local Front organiser, is 
concentrating his propaganda efforts on the 
young unemployed. 


Own goal 


The British National Party have scored 
another own goal. By lying their way into 
the Moat House Hotel in West Bromwich in 
early September, after being chased out of 
Birmingham, they have alerted other local 
hotel and pub managers to be on their 
guard against false applications by fascist 
groups. Now local anti-fascists have lodged 
a strong appeal to local brewers to 
strengthen their vigilance and bans on such 
groups. The management of the Moat 
House Hotel say they were duped by 
Tyndall’s mob posing as the ‘‘Sun Car 
Wheel Club’’. 

The BNP’s almost non-existent 
membership are still down in the dumps 
over the run-around they had, minus the 
boss, from Bristol to Chippenham and back 
a couple of months ago, after being banned 
by councils in both towns. BNP stooge 
Robert Rhodes says he wants to talk things 
over with local MPs and Euro-MPs. He 
claims the BNP want to start a pro-South 
Africa campaign in the region. 

Recent attempts by BNP members to sell 
papers on the streets in Liverpool ended in 
disaster when youngsters attending a youth 
conference spotted them. The BNP may 
now hold several local sprinting records. 

Back in London, would-be saviour of the 








Pat 


Top: looking cool, as always: 
Harrington, with his back to the wall. 
Below: the loyalists’ friend, John Field. 


nation Martin Webster is having an 
increasingly bad time. We still await the 
first edition of his journal Our Nation. His 
closest friends, such as Terry Denville 
Faulkner, are drifting back to the NF fold. 

Some weeks ago Webster was spotted 
propping himself up with a bike near 
Euston in London re-directing his 
decreasing number of allies to a small get- 
together. Otherwise his profile has been 
very low indeed. A fear of men with Ulster 
accents permeates his group. 

Leicester nazis have initiated a new dirty 
tricks campaign. While the National Front 
in London appears to be going ahead with 
plans to provoke Afro-Caribbean members 
of the community to turn on their Asian 
neighbours, in the East Midlands nazis are 
conducting a campaign to achieve a 
somewhat different aim. A leaflet put out 
be a secret organisation using the cover 
name ‘Leicester Anti-Terror Group’ calls 
on ‘‘whites and Aryan Hindus’’ to unite to 
fight the black community. They claim that 
a vigilante group of young people now 
exists in the area drawing on Hindus and 
whites for its membership. So far nobody 
seems to have seen hide or hair of them. But 
it does not need much courage to promote 
this type of community splitting garbage. 


OBITUARY 


JOHN KINGSLEY 
READ — 
PENITENT 
FASCIST 


IT IS with regret that we note the 
sudden death in September of 
former NF chairman John Kingsley 
Read at his home in Blackburn. 

Read came to prominence in the 
Front’s heyday years of 1974-75 when he 
was elected its chairman. A former 
Tory, he left the party to join the NF in 
1972, and became identified with the 
alliance of ex-Tories and Strasserites 
who tried unsuccessfully to overthrow 
the Tyndall faction, and split to form 
the National Party at the end of 1975. 

His appointment as Front chairman 
was an attempt to confer upon the party 
a degree of respectability which it craved 
at that time, and which the likes of 
Tyndall could never give it, but it was a 
move which was bound to antagonise 
Tyndall himself, the ‘‘man born to be 
fuhrer’’. 

Read’s fascism at this time was in no 
doubt, and he caused a furore in 1976 
with his notorious remark, ‘‘One down, 


@ PROSECUTIONS ON NF LEAFLETS 


In Staines, Middlesex, a skinhead has been fined 
£100 for putting up a National Front sticker on a 
signpost. In Medway, Kent, NF organiser Sidney 
Campbell has been charged with publishing a 
leaflet which was likely to stir up racial hatred. 

In Staines Court, Alan Butler, (19), pleaded 
guilty to publishing written matter which was 
threatening, abusive, and insulting. Police saw 
him placed a NF sticker on a ‘‘No Through 
Road’’ sign. Butler claimed that he put the 
sticker up: 

‘Not with the intention of causing aggro for 
the coloureds, but to educate the public to the 
policies of the National Front.’’ (Staines & 
District Chronicle 12.9.85.) 


@ READING NF 


A National Front group has been reformed in 
Reading only five years after the last one folded 
for lack of support. The inaugural meeting was 
attended by 20 young people. Ian Anderson, NF 
chairman, spoke about the ‘‘history of the 
National Front’’. (Reading Chronicle 6.9.85.) 


@ NF BANNED 


The National Front has been banned from hiring 
Barnet Council property for its meetings. 
Election meetings will be excepted. 

In Chatham, the NF held a 70 strong protest 
rally against a ban on their using the Town Hall. 
Anti fascists picketed the NF rally. (Edware, Mill 
Hill & Kingsbury Times 5.9.85. Chatham, 
Rochester & Gillingham News 13.9.85.) 





John Kingsley Read, then National Party leader, leads march in London’s east end. 


a million to go’’, after the murder in 
Southall of Gurdip Singh Chaggar. He 
was acquitted in an Old Bailey re-trial in 
1978 for his ‘‘Niggers, wogs and coons”’ 
speech, a verdict which caused much 
anger and alarm in Britain’s black 
communities. 

He quit far-right politics in 1979, and 
went to work as a nurse in a mental 
hospital where, by all accounts, he was 
conscientious and highly regarded. 

But he also made some amends for his 
earlier activities. Showing considerable 
personal courage, he gave up-front 
interviews to World in Action and to last 
year’s Channel 4 investigation The 





NEWS IN BRIEF 


@ SCHOOL GATE HITLERS 


Members of the British National Party are to be 
prosecuted following the distribution of a leaflet 
outside a school in Liskeard, Cornwall. The 
leaflet compared the headmaster, Mr Tony 
Wood, with Adolf Hitler. The prosecution is to 
take place under the 1936 Public Order Act. 

The BNP have threatened to extend their 
school gate leaflet campaign from Devon and 
Cornwall into Somerset. Father and son, David 
and Len Walker from the BNP’s South West 
branch, claim that ‘‘aliens’’ are taking over the 
education system. 

A spokesperson for Somerset County Council 
said that every effort will be made to prevent the 
BNP from picketing Somerset schools. 
(Guardian 11.9.85, Western Mail 16.7.85.) 


@ FOOTBALL FANS JEER RACIST 


A man who shouted racial abuse was ejected by 
police from Hove Albion’s ground during a 
match with Arsenal. Albion fans jeered the man 
as he was taken out. (Evening Argus 3.8.85) 


Other Face of Terror, where he spoke 
openly of the sources of foreign funding 
for the Hancocks’ anti-semitic 
publishing operation, the Historical 
Review Press. 

Searchlight had regular dealings with 
Read over the last four years, in which 
he was always frank and helpful. We 
came to believe that he genuinely 
rejected and regretted his past and was 
prepared to take significant personal 
risks to atone for it in some measure. He 
never asked for a penny for the valuable 
information which he furnished. 

Twice married, he died suddenly and 
alone at his home, leaving five children. 


@ NF MEET IN CHURCH HALL 


The National Front have been holding meetings 
in a church hall in Bury St. Edmunds. The 
meetings were booked in the name of James 
Fennessey, the local NF organiser. 

Mr Alf Dumos, in charge of the hall bookings, 
said he hadn’t known they were NF meetings, 
but that: 

“‘Under a democracy they had as much right to 
hold meetings as other political groups.”’ 

Bury Anti Nazi Group (BANG), have called 
on the trustees of the St. John’s Centre, who 
include the local vicar, to ban NF meetings there. 
(Bury Free Press 13.9.85.) 


@ UDA PETROL BOMBER 


A former member of the Ulster Defence 
Association petrol bombed a night club in 
London. Stephen Mahood, (25), was jailed for 
10 years. 

The court was told that Mahood made the 
attack as a ‘‘gut reaction’’ after a friend had 
been beaten up by bouncers at the club. Mahood 
had previously been in Borstal following petrol 
bomb attacks committed when he was a member 
of the UDA. The paramilitary UDA is known to 
have had close links with the National Front. 
(Daily Telegraph 19.9.85.) 


@ TEACHERS WARN FASCISTS 


Teachers in Oldham have promised to take tough 
action to wipe out National Front activities in 
local schools. Members of the National Union of 
Teachers are being asked to report any fascist 
activity. The move follows a claim by the NF that 
it had set up a cell at Grange School. (Oldham 
Evening Chronicle 13.9.85.) 


BRITAIN PLAYS HOST TO 
FAR RIGHT RALLY 


The far right and anti-semitic British 
League of Rights will be playing host 
to the Crown Commonwealth League 
of Rights Fourth Bi-annual Conference 
in London on 2 November 1985. 


Led by long-time far right bookseller and 
organiser Don Martin, the British League 
of Rights will bring together a host of well- 
known anti-semites and others for the one- 
day conference at the up-market Tara Hotel 
in Kensington, London. 

The preceding night the hotel will be the 
venue for a formal dinner to welcome the 
League’s speakers and delegates from all 
parts of the Commonwealth. The speakers 
will include the Commonwealth League’s 
top man, Eric Butler, a Jew-baiter with a 
track record running back to the ’thirties. 
His organisation in Australia, like Don 
Martin’s Bloomfield Books, has had the 
notorious ‘‘Protocols of the Learned Elders 
of Zion’’ on its booklists. 

From Southern Africa comes another 
well-known racist, Ivor Benson. Benson 
was once a mainstream journalist in South 
Africa, but was dumped because of his far 
right connections. When Ian Smith grabbed 
power in Rhodesia, Benson was his first 
official press censor. 

The British League has been linked 
directly and indirectly with many fascist 
and far right outfits. Its patron, Air-Vice 
Marshal Don Bennett, has been seen on 
National Front marches. The League has 


London’s salute to 





BRITISH veterans of the International Brigades 
had pride of place when London paid tribute 
recently to the heroes of the British Battalion 
who fought for democracy in the Spanish Civil 
War. 

An 
sacrifice of those killed and wounded was 


imposing statue commemorating the 





Nodding off: League of Rights boss Don 
Martin. 


held the dubious role of being the British 
Chapter of the World Anti-Communist 
League with its links to the CIA and Latin 
American death squads. It also acts as a 
clearing house for anti-semitic literature. 

Martin himself has been a _ regular 
attender at meetings of WISE, a group that 
has acted as a bridge between far right 
Tories and the anti-semitic and fascist right. 
It was probably at one of these meetings 
that Martin found another guest speaker 
for his conference, Lt.Col George HM 
Richey, a former NATO operations and 
plans staff officer. 

The other two key speakers are Ron 
Gostick from the League’s Canadian 
operation and Ken Roden, said to be a 
Middle East expert. 


civil war heroes 


commissioned by the Greater London Council 
and unveiled in October at a moving ceremony in 
Jubilee Gardens next to County Hall. 

Amongst the speakers were Battalion 
commander Bill Alexander, former Labour 
leader Michael Foot, and Tony Banks from the 
GLC. 


Anti fascist news 


WEEKEND IN 
ANTWERP 


A modest but solid basis for a European 
anti-fascist campaigning network was set 
up in Antwerp at an_ international 
meeting in September. Belgium was a 
very appropriate venue for this timely 
meeting which took place as fascists are 
establishing closer international links. 

The Belgian Anti-Fascist Front which 
organised the weekend is a broad grouping of 
organisations and individuals who share the 
common aim of anti-fascist work. In 1982 the 
Belgian police banned an anti-fascist counter- 
demonstration which led to street 
confrontation. Following this the AFF 
reassessed their work, reaffirming the 
importance of mobilising to counter fascist 
demonstrations wherever they take place. 

The international meeting was called to 
move towards a common assessment of the 
current nature of the fascist threat and to 
discuss strategies. A priority was making 
contacts with representatives of different 
anti-fascist groups. 

The weekend consisted of a series of 
meetings at which representatives spoke from 
Holland, France, Belgium, Great Britain and 
Italy. Unmesh Desai spoke about the 
situation in Great Britain underlining the 
importance of the unity of anti-racist and 
anti-fascist work. Searchlight was 
represented at a discussion on the right which 
stressed the importance of documenting 
fascist activities to provide information, 
linked to the organisation of counter- 
demonstrations. There were discussions on 
women and fascism and on sport. 

It was widely agreed that building and 
channelling of grassroots opposition to 
fascists (as in Britain with Anti-Fascist 
Action) was a priority. 

One example of the co-ordinated activity 
which may be possible comes from France. 
The ‘Stoppons les’ campaign aims to 
stimulate mobilisations all over the country 
against this month’s ‘Red White and Blue’ 
festival organised by the Front National. 
Among those invited to this regular event are 
representatives of the Lebanese phalangists, 
the Afghan resistance, and an ex-minister for 
the Shah of Iran. 


GOOD START 
FOR AFA 


Anti-Fascist Action (AFA) has seen a very 
successful first three months. The number 
and range of affiliated organisations is 
growing all the time. 

Several locally-based black groups and 
community organisations are participating. 
At a national level the National Union of 
Students has affiliated. Teachers’ groups, 
police monitoring committees and a number 
of Labour Party branches have also joined. 

AFA has already prevented fascist attacks 
on legitimate meetings and marches by high 
profile stewarding. Work is also under way to 
halt fascist recruitment among unemployed 
youngsters. 

AFA is a_ non-sectarian organisation 
controlled by a committee on which each 
affiliated group has one vote. It meets every 
six weeks and has elected a secretariat. 
@AFA can be contacted at PO Box 273, 
London E7, telephone 01-555 8151, or 
through Searchlight on 01-928 9801. 




























































RECAP: An A-Z of who’s who on the far right 


Kavanagh was a Conservative ‘Party 
supporter. Resident at Willoughby 
House in London’s fashionable and 
expensive Barbican Cent 


the NF in Islington dung local elections 


in 1976. His most important role, 


however, was masterminding the 
purchase of the NF's ill-fated premises at 
‘Excalibur House’, 73 Great Eastern St, 
Hackney, East London. Following the 
debacle of the 1979 election, Kavanagh 


was among those who formed the _ 


“National Front Constitutional 
Movement’, one of the claimants of the 
property which faded from view 


tan Kerr-Ritchie. 


Kerr-Ritchie, lan 
An Anglo-French anti-semite from a 


mental illness, _ 


dealer, whose 


: conmadtion with the misappropriation of 


_ valuable books. His second conviction 
was in connection with Colin Jordan's _ 


_ National Socialist Movement. which, 


like Jordan, he had joined from the 
White Defence League inn 1962. Along — 


with Jordan, John Tyndall and Dennis 


_ Pirie, Kerr-Ritchie was jailed later that 
NSM's: 


year for organising the 


_pyrrhic. 
__ disqualified because he had a firearms 
_ conviction; Read lost his seat, and after 
the disappearance of the National Party, — 
he gave up active far-right politics. 
recent death, he was a 


researching the ‘Jewish . 


and, reconciled 


wife Francoise Dior: « and was noted for 8 
appearing on rallies and Semeneratons 
ri : oe 


poner hat and p 


ee Read. John 


One of the classic ‘nearly men’ of the 
post-war British ultra-right, 
Kingsley Read was catapulted into the 
National Front leadership in October 
__ 1974, as the figurehead of a coalition of 
_ex-Tories and young Strasserites keen to 


dispossess then Chairman Jo 


_ of the —— Read h ‘ 


Sarl cop fond detected to 


in eke after he failed to be sele: 


Read and his ex-tory and ‘left nazi 
ates (including Roy Painter anc 


7 Fichard Lawson) split off to form the 


John | 


_ Read, Rey Painter and others in the 
setting 


which led to 


National de 


disappeared from ‘view. Lawson 
ae in the early ‘80s, as editor ° 


wih 

Position’. He was a k 

Strasserite takeover of the NF and at it 

1984 AGM co-sponsored a motion « 
His | 


/ Mee heritag 


National Koes One of Read’s first acts | 


f the new party was to 
| to the murder of a young Asian 
in Southall with the chilling phrase “on: 
_down — a million to go”. He and another — 


NP member were elected councillors in 


Blackburn — but this achievement was @ 


Read's 


Before his 


co-councillor was 


valuable informant for Searchlight and _ 


right, in particular, providing vital 


information about foreign sources of 


journalists researching the extreme-_ 


funding behind the historical revisionist _ Ling 


publishing efforts of the Haneosk = : 


end others. 


National 


- paramilitary 


__ paramilitary arm Spearhead. Coming out _ : 


_of prison before his fuhrer, Kerr-Ritchie’s _ 


first act was to try ta remove the young 


| Martin Webster from the NSM . 








Police write off arson attacks as ‘insurance jobs’ 





THE ‘ASIAN LIGHTNING’ 
THAT KEEPS STRIKING 


Whispering campaign against firebomb victims 


Over the last three years Searchlight 
journalists and others in the media 
have become aware of a syndrome 
in police forces in Britain which 
probably reflects their inbred 
racism. 

Let us call it the ‘those people’ syndrome. 
Jews will remember it from earlier this 
century: ‘‘Those people have all the good 
jobs’’; ‘“‘Those people are cunning and 
devious’’; Those people are cliquey’’. 

When Jewish owned premises were 
burned down, it used to be referred to as 
‘Jewish lightning’. Now we hear of ‘Asian 
lightning’. Where previously Jews were on 
the receiving end of a deep-rooted anti- 
semitism, now the Asian community is 
bearing the main brunt of racist attacks, 
though Jews remain a target too. And, all 
too often, some police officers try to put 
the blame on the victims themselves. The 
evidence is very real. Recent events in 
London have prompted Searchlight to look 
at this problem. 


CASE ONE 


The Khan family killing, Walthamstow, 
East London, 1981 


A fire in an area where racist violence is an 
almost daily occurrence killed an Asian 
mother and her young children. An 
inflammable substance was poured into 
their home and ignited. Mr Khan was a 
factory worker. 

Whilst public pressure forced the police 
to deal with it as a case of murder, the local 
press and national media were getting ‘off 
the record’ tips that the fire was ‘‘not all 
that it might appear’’ and certainly not a 
racist attack. Suggestions were directed at 
Mr Khan. 

The case was open, closed and re-opened 
every time public interest in the case built 
up. It remains unsolved. There was no 
insurance (what was there to insure?), there 
was no ‘other woman’, and nobody was 
imbalanced although all of these were 
privately suggested by police officers. 

Finally Mr Khan died of what his doctor 
described as a broken heart, never having 
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Blown up: Rafiq Mohammed's van. 


recovered from the loss of his wife and 
children. 


CASE TWO 


Mr and Mrs Sedler, a double murder, 
Enfield, Middlesex, 1983 


The Sedlers, a Jewish couple in the twilight 
years of their lives — he was 81 and she in 
her mid-1970s — died in a fire which started 
in the shop below their flat in Enfield, 
North London. 

Although the police treated the case as 
one of murder from the outset and set up an 
incident room, the investigating officers 
refused to even consider that the killing 
might have been anti-semitic. They took no 
notice of the overwhelming evidence that 
the area had suffered a sustained onslaught 
of violent and vicious racist and anti-semitic 
attacks over the previous 20 years (see 
Searchlight 95). 

Searchlight, in the course of its own 
enquiries, spoke to local journalists who 
confided: ‘‘It’s not worth your while 
looking at this one, it’s an insurance job’’. 





How had they arrived at that conclusion? 
‘Nudge nudge, wink wink’: a local police 
contact had told them. 

When Searchlight met murder squad 
officers to hand over a dossier of local 
racial attacks, we raised this possibility with 
the officers ‘off the record’. They were 
genuinely astounded and told us point 
blank that there was absolutely nothing to 
suggest this case had anything to do with 
insurance, although it was always one 
avenue of investigation in arson cases. In 
fact the police mentioned reports that the 
building might not even have been properly 
insured. 

But someone — a local police officer, not 
on the murder squad — had spread the 
story that insurance was the motive to try to 
stop the press exploring the possibility of it 
being a racially motivated murder. 


CASE THREE 


The bombing of Rafiq Mohammed’s van, 
Shrewsbury, Autumn 1984 


When a local Asian businessman, Rafiq 
Mohammed, started up his van, it exploded 


in a ball of fire. Mohammed survived 
despite severe burns. Eye witnesses saw him 
at the wheel of the vehicle when it exploded. 

Asians in the town had been plagued by 
racist incidents for a long time and all the 
evidence pointed to this attack being part of 
a sustained racist campaign against the 
family. 

Shrewsbury is populated by leading nazi 
para-military organisers and training 
grounds. Despite a large Special Branch 
office based at the local police station, a 
senior officer told Searchlight there is no 
racism in the town. 

Once again Searchlight began to 
investigate the alleged attack using the local 
press as its starting point. Once again a 
helpful police contact had told local 
journalists that this was a bit of ‘Asian 
lightning’. 

Searchlight’s investigations revealed that 
the T-registered van had a market value of 
£250. The victim’s son was outraged and 
mystified that anyone could believe his 
father would put his life at risk for such a 
small sum. 

Months after the explosion the police 
were still claiming they had received no 
forensic reports on its cause (see Searchlight 
118). 


CASE FOUR 


The killing of Mrs Kassam, her unborn 
child and her three children, Redbridge, 
East London, 13 July 1985. 


This case has had massive press coverage 
since the family burned to death in the early 
hours of 13 July this year. The surviving 
husband and his brother were detained in 
hospital with burns. 

At once the police set up a full-scale 
murder investigation with more than 40 
personnel. Since then they have taken over 
2,000 statements. Despite eye witness 


reports, press coverage and appeals on 
television, three or four key witnesses have 
not been found. These are the occupants of 
ared A-registered Vauxhall Cavalier saloon 
seen parked near the house during the 





Gutted: the Sedler’s Enfield home. 


Murdered: Mrs Kassam and her children. 


blaze. Both whites and Asians on the street 
saw the car and at least one of its occupants 
standing beside it. 

A few days after the fire Searchlight met 
two CID officers on the murder squad to 
hand over details of local fascist activists. 
We put forward certain names as possible 
suspects because of their violent 
backgrounds and their interest in making 
explosive devices. 

We have since learned that one of these 
individuals has a direct link with two key 
nazis one of whom has a conviction for 
synagogue arson and the other a 
predilection for stealing parts of bodies 
from the hospital mortuary where he 
works. This man has removed parts of 
black bodies and passed them around 
members of far-right groups as some form 
of sick joke. 

We were informed that the murder squad 
had a dozen lines of investigation under 
way. This fire differed from many others 
because there was clear evidence of a break 
in and of two or three pints of petrol being 
poured at the bottom of the stairs. Whoever 
had entered the house appeared to have 
opened the back door to let him or herself 
out. 

Some weeks later at least one officer on 
the Ilford police started to tip off local 
journalists that the fire was not racist but 
“something closer to home’’. This stopped 
a story on racial attacks in the area 
appearing in a national daily Sunday paper. 
The journalist had been tipped off by an 
official in a local community group who 
had heard from a local journalist that the 
attack was not racial. He in turn had got the 
story from the police as a ‘friendly gesture’. 

But the Kassam family killings had not 
been the only attack in that period. For 
over a year local halal butchers had been 
the target for fire bombings and arson 
attacks. And local Jewish schools and 
synagogues were repeatedly being daubed. 

Then a Fleet Street journalist 
interviewing a murder squad officer was 
also told that the Kassam case was not all it 
might appear — it was not racially 
motivated. When the journalist raised the 
steadily rising number of halal butchers 





going up in flames, the officer said they 
were either insurance jobs or ‘‘business 
rivalry’’. 

Our inquiries indicated that one of the 
major victims of arson attacks at his shops 
is likely to go out of business because he 
was under-insured. 

The Fleet Street journalist was even more 
disturbed when he went to interview a local 
fascist activist who told him that through 
‘*a friend in the local police force’’ he had 
heard the same story about the Kassams 
and the butcher’s shop fires. 

Searchlight accepts there might be the 
occasional case where a member of a family 
is a culprit in an arson or where insurance 
fraud is the reason for starting a fire. But 
why is it that every time a fire involves 
Asian or Jewish families the ‘those people’ 
syndrome comes into play? 

Of one thing we are sure: if an Asian or 
Jew is ever genuinely found guilty of such a 
crime, the forces of law and order will 
surely use it as a full blown excuse to do 
even less than now to deal with racist 
attacks. 





Burnt out: the Kassam home in Ilford. 
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New yawn 


FRESH from their headlong retreat from 
their prosecution plagued poison-sheet 
Bulldog, NF leaders have now launched its 
replacement. It’s called New Dawn, and it 
describes itself as ‘The Revolutionary Voice 
of British Youth’. 

It must be said that this offering is, in 
literary terms, little improvement on its 
predecessor which ended its ugly life 
produced by fictitous names as Front 
leaders scrambled over each over trying to 
disclaim responsibility for it and avoid 
(unsuccessfully as it happened) a flurry of 
prosecutions under the Race Relations Act. 

And New Dawn begins exactly where 
Bulldog \eft off: edited by the non-existent 
‘Gary Knight’, and barely justifying its 15p 
cover price. Its subscription rates, at £5 for 
twelve issues, even when postage is 
accounted for, is an unashamed rip-off — a 
fact the Front’s less numerate followers 
might perhaps bear in mind as the young 
Fiihrers once again try to take them for 
every little penny. 

And, apart from the usual low quality pics 
of NF enthusiasts violently assaulting 
opponents, its visual offerings are confined 
to a full-page portrait of Skrewdriver heavy 
lan “I'm off’ Stuart and stick insect 
lookalike and Kent organiser Paul Johnson 
doing something peculiar on a football 
pitch. 

‘Drugs Kill’ the screaming front page 
headline tells us, ‘fight back with the YNF’. 
It is plugging a recent ‘very successful and 
exciting march “Against Drug Abuse’”’.’ On 
the day, it has to be said, discipline was 
maintained more than is usual on these 
occasions. There was hardly a plastic bag or 
a can of solvent to be seen. 


% * * 


Moaning minnies 


THUD thud thud. They've been landing on 
the Searchlight welcome mat with tedious 
regularity. Letters of complaint, all sent by 
recorded delivery, from Front members and 
others much put out by less than 
honourable mention in recent issues of this 
esteemed journal. 

Our revelations about the NF’s part in 
safehousing and working with Italian 
terrorists has elicited whinges from Michael 
Walker, Nick Griffin and Griffin's father 
Edwin. Norman Tomkinson is in quite a 
lather over our story about his itinerant 
gang of Birmingham NF football louts. And 
Matthew Palmer has taken exception to our 
News in Brief report (innocently excerpted 
from the London Standard) of his noisy antics 
at Speakers’ Corner. 

At the same time, Palmer says he has 
issued a writ against the Standard, and 
convicted terrorist Roberto Fiore, Michael 
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Walker's flatmate, has lodged a complaint 
with the Broadcasting Complaints 
Commission concerning his recent 
unwitting appearance on News At Ten. 

We suspected from the start that behind 
this unprecedented snowstorm of moaning 
missives was the litigious childishness of 
the Front’s newly appointed legal officer 
Patrick Harrington. And it was quite clear 
that this was only the first step: we would 
face a battery of press council complaints 
from whining Fronters as soon as we did not 
obediently accede to their demands for 
space to print their unconvincing denials, 
designed to cause us inconvenience and 
cost us time and money. 

We were right: Michael Walker is the first 
to take the matter to the Press Council, but 
you may be quite sure he won't be the last. 

Well, we can assure our readers that their 
little ploy is not going to get them very far. 
We have no intention of allowing your 
valuable donations and our precious time to 
be frittered away as thugs, terrorists and 
others abuse the complaints procedure of 
the Press Council. We were not, as they say, 
born yesterday. 


@STOP PRESS: Were we right, or were we 
right? The second Press Council complaint 
is now in and it’s from boy wonder Pat 
Harrington himself. He’s moaning that we 


mentioned his conviction for criminal 
damage which he says is spent. 
* * * 


Playing for time? 


EARLIER this year Martin Wingfield, a 
member of the National Front directorate 
and editor of two of its publications, 
National Front News and Sussex Front, was 
convicted under the Race Relations Act for 
the contents of a leaflet he had put out in 
the Sussex area. At his trial he instructed his 
lawyer not to plead in mitigation on his 
behalf. The judge, who took great exception 
to Wingfield’s court room behaviour, fined 
him £1,000 with £500 costs, giving him six 
months to pay or three months in prison. 

Well, come in Wingfield, your time is up. 
Latest news is that Wingfield, now no 
longer a betting shop manager but possibly 
a full time NF official, has not come up with 
the readies. Rather surprising this, because 
the Front have been appealing in their 
publications for money to pay their needy 
martyr’s fines. 

Wingfield has now removed his name 
from the editorial page of /Nationa/ Front 
News, but the name that has replaced it 
belongs by all accounts to a non existent 
person. As with Bulldog in the past, this is a 
ploy to protect those breaking the Race 
Relations laws from prosecution. 

But is the martyrdom Wingfield seems to 
be courting so keenly as pure and clean as it 
appears? Some cheeky people in the Front 
have had the audacity to suggest that 
Wingfield’s lack of enthusiasm for staying 
out of gaol is a clever move towards the 
Front’s top job. If Front chairman lan 
Anderson and his young sidekick, Joe 
Pearce, go down when they are tried in 
December, it will leave a vacuum to be filled 
at the top. It’s odds on that if Wingfield does 
his time he will emerge from prison ahead 
of them wearing the martyr’s mantle and 
would walk straight into a top job in the 
Front. 


Meanwhile, we hear that Ted Budden, 
one of National Front New’s regular 
columnists with a long anti-semitic 
pedigree is looking for pastures new. Could 
he be about to join another former Sussex 
Front member, Michael Cornfield, in the 
Conservative Party? 


Culture pest 


LATEST publication to arrive on our desk 
from the continent is the newly launched 
‘cultural’ journal of the French nazi group 
FNE, which, readers will recall, as FANE 
before it was banned, showed a greater 
prediliction for explosive devices than for 
literary ones. 

Its move up market is not exactly 
bolstered, however, by the inclusion of an 
article by FNE member Paul Durand. He was 
the nazi police officer who got into deep 
water in 1981 during the spate of bombings 
(Bologna, Paris, Munich) for which nazi 
paramilitaries, including FANE members, 
were responsible. He excited much 
comment at the time when it became 
known that he had travelled to Bologna to 
meet fellow fascists only shortly before a 
fascist bomb killed more than 80 people at 
the local railway station. His career in the 
French police suffered considerably as a 
result. 

Does he now believe the pen is mightier 
than the sword? Somehow we doubt it. 


The fantasy world of a 
Cornish fascist 


DAVID Weddell, a staunch Cornish 
supporter of the National Front and British 
National Party, has been exposed as a liar 
and fraud. 

Weddell had earlier claimed that 23 
members of his family joined the National 
Front and British National Party after a 
member of the family was robbed by a gang 
of West Indians. 

An investigation by the local Sunday 
Independent has shown Weddell to be a total 
sham. The member of the family who was 
allegedly mugged, was attacked by only 
one assailant, who may have been white. 
The attack victim, Charles Bickley, is 
Weddell’s brother in law. He is an SDP 
council candidate, and does not bear any 
grudge against black people. 

Weddell is the only member of his family 
who is a member of a fascist group, and he 
was a member long before the mugging 
incident. 

Weddell also claimed that he had two 
sons who are in the army (he has one son 
who plans to join the police force), and that 
his wife agreed with his views (his wife 
divorced him three years ago because of his 
fanaticism). 

Weddell, who lives in the Cornish hamlet 
of Tresparret Posts, had earlier threatened a 
reporter who went to interview him. 

“I'll smash your face in, you left wing 
bastard,” he said, before unleashing his 
dogs. 


INTERNATIONAL 


ROUND-UP 








FRANCE 


Front pulls out of 
election 


Announcing that it did not wish to split 


the anti-independence vote, the 
National Front has pulled out of New 
Caledonia elections in favour of the 
Gaullists. 

The decision, said Front leader Jean- 
Marie Le Pen, was a reluctant one, taken in 
the interests of France, and followed the 
Gaullists’ refusal to run a joint list of 
candidates. Speaking at a rally of several 
thousand in Noumea, Le Pen declared that 
French nationalism’s defeat in Algeria 
would not be repeated in New Caledonia. 

Meanwhile in Paris the Front has moved 
premises to a large town house in the up- 
market 16th arrondissement. At a press 
conference in the new headquarters Le Pen 
declared his. confidence in the Front’s 
prospects in the 1986 elections and 
announced details of Gaullist and other 
defectors to his movement. 


Nazi football fans 
held 


Police have detained eight neo-nazi 
supporters of the French football 
team, Paris Saint-Germain, following 
the vandalising of three football 
stadiums. 

In the most recent incident, at Nice, a 
gang smashed dressing rooms, toilets and 


’ the electrical system and scrawled swastikas 


and ‘Our father, Hitler’ on the wall. In a 
letter to the President of the team 
supporters’ club, the group declared their 
willingness ‘to kill to satisfy our nationalist 
spirit’. 

The letter ended ‘Hitler was right’. 


FASCIST FLOORED BY FLICS 


RIGHT: Armed French plainclothes cops 
arrest a young nazi after an attack on a 
North African in Paris. The hair cut and 
boots have an international flavour. The 
nazi’s tee-shirt was from NF fashions of 
Croydon. (Photo: Asian Times). 

Recently young Parisian blacks rescued 
an orthodox Jew from a beating by nazi 
thugs outside one of Paris’ main line 
stations. 


AUSTRALIA 


Arson attack on 
communist offices 


Following an arson attack on their 
offices in Perth, Australian 
Communists have called for police 
investigation into the Australian 
Populist Movement, a Western 
Australia front for the neo-nazi group 
National Action. 

The arson attack followed extensive 
painting of slogans on the building by the 
Movement, which has also daubed slogans 
on Labour Party and Trades Council 
buildings in the city. 

The Movement is led by a former 
Vietnam veteran and National Action 
candidate in recent elections, Jack Van 
Tongeren. Like its parent organisation, it 
presents itself as a revolutionary nationalist 
organisation opposed to both Marxism and 
capitalism. 

In Queensland another National Action 
front, National Vanguard, has been putting 
up posters announcing the ‘return of the Ku 
Klux Klan’. 






















Riots follow anti- 
fascist’s death 


Rioting broke out in a number of German 
cities following the death of 36-year-old 
anti-fascist Gunter Sare during a Frankfurt 
demonstration against the neo-nazi 
National Democratic Party (NDP). Sare 
died after being knocked down by a police 
water cannon vehicle. Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl has rejected police calls for a ban on 
the NPD following the incident. 


4 > a #e 
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CIA’S CONTRA 


DIRTY TRICKSTER 
DOING EUROPE 





A CIA ‘dirty tricks’ specialist who 
ran the agency’s secret war against 
Nicaragua from 1981 to 1984 is now 
heading the Agency’s operations in 
Western Europe. 


Duane R. Clarridge is a 53-year-old CIA 
career officer from New Hampshire. His 
tours of duty with the Agency have 
included Katmandu in Nepal, New Delhi 
and Madras in India, and Ankara and 
Istanbul in Turkey, where he was stationed 
from 1971 till 1973. State Department 
records do not mention him again until 
1979 when he was posted to Rome as a case 
officer. 

Little is known of his activities during 
these periods although it might be noted 
that his spell in Turkey coincided with 
martial law and a mass round-up of left- 
wingers, and his time in Rome saw the 
major police offensive against the Red 
Brigade terrorists who had _ kidnapped 
Christian Democrat leader Aldo Moro a 
year earlier. 

His penchant for dirty tricks and covert 
operations became much more apparent 
from 1981, when he headed the CIA’s 
secret war against Nicaragua’s Sandinista 
government. 

According to evidence recently given to 
the World Court in The Hague by former 
CIA analyst David McMichael, Clarridge 
was in charge of a plan developed in 1981 to 
‘‘destabilise the Nicaraguan government’’ 
by sending in an invading force of 1,500 
men, whose activities, it was hoped, might 
provoke Nicaragua into violating borders 
with neighbouring countries and clamping 
down with repressive measures at home. 
Then the US would have the pretext it was 
looking for to take further measures against 
the Sandinista government. According to 
McMichael, who would not say whether the 
scheme had been given effect, President 
Reagan knew of and approved the plan. 

In 1983, it was Clarridge who, with 
others, approved the writing of the 
‘psychological warfare’ manual which 
caused a major public row when its 
existence was leaked. It advised the 
“*selective use of violence’’ to ‘‘neutralise’’ 
Sandinista leaders and was widely 
interpreted as recommending the use of 
political assassination by anti-Sandinista 
‘contra’ rebels. 

The decision was taken at a meeting in 
Tegucigalpa, Honduras, in June 1983, 
attended by CIA Director William Casey, 
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SECRET WARRIOR: Reagan’s adviser Robert McFarlane 


(see box below). 


Clarridge, Deputy Director John 
McMahon, and senior officers from the 
Agency’s International Affairs Division, 
responsible for paramilitary operations. 
Clarridge was at that time head of the CIA 
Latin American Division. A former major, 
using the pseudonym ‘John Kirkpatrick’ 
was hired to draft the manual based on 
training which he had already been giving to 
insurgent ‘contra’ forces at their Honduras 
bases. 

It was Clarridge who dreamt up the 
CIA’s scheme to attack Nicaraguan ports 
and mine harbours in 1984. Starting on 
New Year’s night, agency speedboats and 
helicopters attacked installations at Puerto 
Sandina and other ports, sinking 
Nicaraguan patrol vessels and damaging 
commercial shipping with mines. 
Nicaragua’s main oil carrier, Exxon, pulled 
out as a result. 

Later Clarridge claimed that his 
knowledge of mining tactics in the Russo- 
Japanese war (he studied at Columbia 
University’s Russian Institute) inspired the 
operation. 

Taking a leading role in the two-year- 
long secret war, Clarridge several times met 
‘contra’ leaders in Honduras, sometimes 
travelling under the assumed name ‘Mr 
Maroni’. ‘Contra’ chief Edgar Chamorro 
admitted that Clarridge told him the US 
was ‘‘willing to sink ships to stop the arms 
flow’? which the US government had 
claimed was going to guerrilla units in El 
Salvador. World Court witness McMichael, 
however, has testified that there was 
absolutely no evidence of such weapons 


RECENT revelations in the Washington Post 
have confirmed beyond doubt how the 
Reagan administration resolved to 
circumvent a Congressional ban on aid to the 
‘Contras’ by encouraging the World Anti- 
Communism League and_ linked 
organisations to undertake fund raising on 
the rebels’ behalf. 

The decision was apparently taken by the 
President himself, on advice from his 
national security adviser, Robert McFarlane. 

As Searchlight has reported in recent 
months, an enormous ‘private’ fund raising 
effort has been organised by WACL’s 
American chapter, and masterminded by its 
chairman, former general John K. Singlaub. 
According to the Washington Post, the 
scheme was hatched by Oliver North of the 
National Security Council, and Singlaub was 
specifically chosen toe carry it out. He 
received guidance from high level White 


transfers after the Spring of 1981 — six 
months before Clarridge’s secret war really 
took off. On one visit in 1983 he was 
accompanied by agency director William 


Casey. 
Overall, the programme to build up the 
‘Contras’ into a serious force was 


masterminded by an interagency group 
headed by the Assistant Secretary of State 
for Latin America. Alongside Clarridge sat 
National Security Council adviser 
Lt.Colonel Oliver North (see Searchlight 
123) now known to be a vital link between 
the administration’s pro-‘Contra’ efforts 
and private enterprise foreign policy and 
mercenary outfits. North advises World 
Anti-Communism League boss ex-general 
John K Singlaub on how best to dovetail his 
fundraising for the ‘Contras’ with 
administration policy goals, and has 
worked closely with Soldier of Fortune 
associate Heine Aderholt. Singlaub himself 
has close links with SoF which has been 
conducting its own mercenary operations in 
support of the ‘Contras’. When the 
Pentagon set up a panel to advise directly to 
the President on policy in Central America, 
both Singlaub and Aderholt were members, 
with Singlaub writing the final report. 
Since all this, Clarridge has been 
promoted to lead the Agency’s prestigious 
European Division, and will no doubt be 
looking to bring his undoubted talents to 
bear on the political scene on this side of the 
Atlantic. His appointment must raise 
worrying questions about the Agency’s 
operational intentions in this country. 


House and National Security Council figures, 
and has linked WACL’s efforts to numerous 
prestigious right-wing pressure groups and 
even the Moonies. 

The extent of WACL’s clout was 
illustrated recently at its annual convention 
held in Dallas: as well as a message of 
greetings from Reagan himself, the 
organisation could boast the attendance of 
Nelson Bunker Hunt, Arnaud de Borchgrave, 
editor of the Moonie-owned Washington 
Times, Angolan rebel leader Holden Roberto 
and Dr Haing S. Ngor, the Cambodian start 
of The Killing Fields. 


@Robert D’Aubuisson, ex-far 


right 
President of El Salvador and accused by a 
former American ambassador of running 
death squads in that country, is to head a 
‘political institute’ being set up by WACL, it 
was announced recently. 








Fleet Street has its traditional silly season 
during the lull of the summer months. On 
the other hand, the fascist press manages to 
prolong the silly season for the whole twelve 
months of the year. None is more 
experienced in the art of total silliness than 
Candour. 

Ever since it was founded in 1953 by the late 
A K Chesterton, Candour has been celebrating 
with monotonous regularity its state of perpetual 
silliness. Originally Candour was published in 
support of a group whose very name proclaimed 
its dedication to silliness: The League of Empire 
Loyalists. As might be expected, the League was 
always mustard keen on japes. Ripping fun was 
had by emptying bags of flour over Conservative 
cabinet ministers or by impersonating 
Archbishop Makarios from Cyprus. 

So silly, and, of course, so nasty. Every month 
Candour publicised the anti-semitic obsessions 
of its founding editor (although, for a brief 
period, so insistent were AK’s obsessions that his 
magazine appeared weekly). If AK posed as an 
eccentric British gentleman, with a bee in his 
bonnet about Jewish conspiracies, then the 
dangerously paranoid edge was never far from 
the surface. In 1967 the National Front was 
formed and Chesterton, who had been a central 
figure in the pre-war British Union of Fascists, 
returned to active fascist service. He was the first 
chairman of the new party. Candour naturally 
filled its silly pages with praise for the new force 
in racial politics. 


Gooey prose 


Candour’s National Front phase did not last 
long. In the early ’70s Chesterton was ousted 
from the party, and a younger generation of 
nasties took control. Chesterton had always been 
a bit snooty about the likes of John Tyndall and 
Martin Webster, who lacked the breeding and 
pure vowel sounds of the old colonial classes. 
Candour ceased to see the NF as the saviour of 
the race, but AK continued to pour out his 
thoughts on Jewish usury and black inferiority in 
large slabs of gooey prose. 

After Chesterton’s death in 1973, the 
- editorship of Candour fell to Ms Rosine de 
Bounevialle. Every issue became its own silly 
season as Ms de B turned the magazine into a 
printed shrine dedicated to the memory of the 
late AK. A note of religious solemnity was 
added. Ms de B is a Catholic of the old school, 
and Candour started to claim that Rome’s 
modern deviations, especially those involving the 
drift from Latin, were all part of a Jewish plot. 
There were also occasional mystic flights of 
fancy. 

All this sort of stuff has a very limited appeal. 
Candour’s readership was an ageing group of ex- 
military types, whose indignant letters on 
immigration and South Africa would 
occasionally be printed in the Daily Telegraph. 
Their letters about freemasons and Jewish 
conspiracies would be confined to Candour. 
These old buffers looked backed to the days of 
the League of Empire Loyalists, when racists 
were a cut above the aitch-dropping types who 
were flocking to the NF. 

It looked as if Candour would slowly sink into 





... and General Jaruzelski covert fascists? 
Or has Candour joined the KGB? 


the sunset. Every issue seemed to lament the 
passing of a Major General from the Highlands 
or a double-barrelled dowager living in 
Rhodesia. There seemed little chance that the 
magazine would manage to attract youthful 
replacements, as its aged readership succumbed 
to the inevitable. How many vigorous young 
fascists would want to carry on the tradition of 
reprinting the thoughts and prejudices of AK? 

Suddenly, as Ms de B herself approaches her 
seventieth year, there is new vigour in the 
arthritic printing presses of Liss House down in 
Liss Forest. The former links with the NF are 
being renewed. The new generation of NF 
leaders are young men with intellectual 
pretensions, and they have been attracted by Ms 
de B’s impressive sounding AK Chesterton 
Academy. Liss House offers a quiet retreat for 
these young men to formulate their great ideas 
on race and conspiracy. There is an enormous 
collection of specialised books and pamphlets, 
designed to refresh the paranoid bigot. In 
addition, so remote is Liss House from the 
normal by-ways of fascism, that discreet 
meetings can be arranged, especially with wanted 
Italians. 





In the latest issue of Candour the new links are 
visible along with the old silliness. July/August 
has its fair share of Catholic themes. That old 
time bigot, Father Denis Fahey is to be found 
quoting from St. Thomas Aquinas to support his 
own crackpot ideas on usury. A short unsigned 
piece laments the fact that the Tudors won the 
Battle of Bosworth; Candour supports the 
Plantaganets. 

Pride of place, however, must go to a piece 
which seems designed to prove the utter 
unpredictability of the mind of the conspiracy 
theorist. It is written by Abbé Georges de Nates, 
who like Ms de B is a Catholic of the very old 
school. The Abbé is writing on Poland. Yes, we 
know what to expect: sturdy church battling 
against the evils of Jewish communism etc, etc. 

But that’s not silly enough for Candour. The 
Abbé takes a most unusual line for a Catholic 
Conspiracy Theorist. Solidarity and its Catholic 
supporters are damned. They are exposed as 
being Trotskyists, generally disobedient trouble 
makers, and, worst of all, as Jews. The Abbé 
tells us that the murdered Catholic priest, Father 
Popieluszko, was as bad as any of them. And 
who is it who is to be applauded for standing 
firm against these racially dubious anarchists? 
None other than Cardinal Glemp and General 
Jaruzelski. We kid you not: Candour in the name 
of reactionary religion is backing the Polish 
communists against the Catholics. The Abbé 
introduces his tortuous arguments with the hope 
that his article will ‘‘lead the politics of peoples 
away from the libertarian follies exemplified by 
the false Catholic Poland of Solidarity to the 
political and moral realism taught in the 
meanwhile, and still more clearly today, by the 
exemplary Poland of all time, that of Cardinal 
Glemp . . . and of General Jaruzelski’’. 

AK would have been proud of that bit of 
nonsense. 

Elsewhere in the latest Candour we meet 
Ms de B and her new chums from the youthful 
brigades of fascism. It doesn’t seem to matter 
that the young radicals of the NF have a taste for 
pagan mysticism. Nationalism Today these days 
is full of nonsense about celtic rites and norse 
gods, rather than the eccentric Catholicism of 
Ms de B and her friend the Abbé. However, the 
paganism can be set aside, for it must be so good 
to see some young faces at last down in the 
depths of Liss Forest. 


Italian friends 


Ms de B is much vexed that her friendships have 
been publicised, not least by Searchlight. Setting 
the record straight, she admits to knowing 
Roberto Fiore and Marcello de Angelis, the 
convicted Italian terrorists, as well as their NF 
friend Nick Griffin. Yes, indeed, they have all 
visited Forest House. But the Italians aren’t 
really terrorists, because they’ve only been 
convicted by Italian courts, and, for some 
reason, that doesn’t rate with Ms de B. Anyway, 
they’re such nice young boys. 

Ms de B ends her defence with the declaration 
that ‘‘I have no links with para-military or 
terrorist organisations’. In the old days, the 
anti-semites would claim that some of their best 
friends were Jewish. Even Candour must move 
with the times. It’s quite the fashion now to say 
‘some of my best friends are terrorists’. 
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Cart iMac J AGA 
RACISM & FASCIS 


CARF was previously an independent paper which grew out of the confederation of London’s anti- 
racist/anti-fascist groups. CARF (now produced by a Collective) since December 1979 has had a 
monthly section in Searchlight in which important matters in the anti-racist! fight are analysed and 


discussed. 





POLICE REAP BITTER HARVEST 


September and October saw violent 
street confrontations between police 
and young people in Handsworth, 
Brixton and Tottenham and sporadic 
street battles in Wolverhampton, 
Coventry, Toxteth and Peckham. The 
Lozells area of Birmingham, in 
between Handsworth and New Town, 
was the first to erupt. During two days 
of heavy street fighting, arrests were 
made and the government has been 
called on to refurbish small businesses 
to the tune of £5 million. 


Then, on 28 September Brixton erupted 
after the horrendous shooting of a black 
woman, Mrs Cherry Groce, in a dawn raid 
on her home by armed police. Then street 
battles between police and black youth 
broke out in Tottenham, following the 
death of another black woman, Mrs 
Jarrett, after a police raid on her home. 

Here CARF reports from Handsworth, 
Brixton and Tottenham, particularly on the 
history of community policing in these 
areas, and asks why the press were so 
anxious to portray the Handsworth 
rebellion as an inter-racial conflict between 
Asians and Afro-Caribbeans. 


The facts behind Handsworth 


According to our reports, the ‘trouble’ 
began after an Asian motorist (nearly all the 
newspapers said he was Afro-Caribbean) 
was questioned by police, and an Afro- 
Caribbean woman angered by his treatment 
intervened. When some black youths 
attempted to stop her being beaten, more 


BELOW WE REPRINT EXTRACTS OF A 
STATEMENT MADE BY MEMBERS 
OF THE AFRICAN/CARIBBEAN 
COMMUNITY OF HANDSWORTH ON 10 
SEPTEMBER. 


*The rebellion itself was not racially 
motivated in any way, as suggested by the 
police. White, Asian and Afro-Caribbean 
were involved. 


* We extend our condolences and sympathy 
to the relatives of those who have died. 


* We condemn the white establishment who 
through the BBC have prejudged the issue 


by labelling the deaths as murder before 
any enquiry has taken place, whilst at the 
same time failing to disclose the fact that 
several youths have been beaten by the 
police, and some of them are reported to 
have been seriously injured. 


* We condemn the police on their clear lack 
of sensitivity. 

* It is our belief that the fire was started by 
the vigilante group and the hoax phone calls 
were made to draw the police and fire 
brigade into the area to create 
confrontation between our community and 
the police in order to cover their tracks. 
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police arrived and arrests were made. 


Bingo hall dispute 


Meanwhile, in another incident, the Villa 
Cross Bingo Hall was burnt down. Only the 
previous week, at a public meeting 
sponsored by police and attended by the 
Lord Mayor and Jeff Rooker MP, white 
residents from a newly formed vigilante 
group against drug abuse threatened to 
burn down the hall if plans to change it into 
an amusement arcade went ahead. The 
whites said that this would be tantamount 
to turning it into a drugs den for young 
people. 


Changed police tactics 


CARF was told that over recent months, 
police tactics in the area had changed, 
owing in part to an hysterical drugs 
campaign organised by police and white 
residents. Could it have been that the 
insensitive policing that day was spurred on 
by the threats of the vigilante group? 

Following the burning of the club, the 
police arrived with reinforcements and riot 
equipment. Running battles took place 
between police and youth, and more shops 
were set alight. According to the Asian 
Youth Movement, throughout this battle a 
group of Afri-Caribbean youths ran from 
shop to shop getting the shopkeepers and 
their families out of the buildings and to 
safety. One Asian shop was defended by the 
youths because there were children in bed 
upstairs. 


Media blame communal strife 


Such facts failed to impress the press — 
they were too busy painting a picture of 
inter-racial conflict, implying that the tragic 
deaths of the two Asian shopkeepers were 
carried out by Afro-Caribbeans. Not 
surprisingly, they were loathe to report later 
that the man initially arrested for the deaths 
was white. 

In their haste to report on the communal 
strife, the press failed to mention that all 
shops were looted, irrespective of the 
colour of the owner, and that whites and 
Asians were also involved in the rioting. A 
journalist on the scene gave CARF one 
explanation for these distortions. He 
described how cowering press reporters 
huddled together, too frightened to speak 
to local residents, exchanging ill-informed 
information and passing around any 
rumour being put about. In this way, and 
on the basis of very little fact, the same 
stories were reported over and over again, 
perpetuating racist myths and stereotypes 
all the way. 


Community policing: 
Handsworth show-piece lies in 
tatters 

Ironically, what Brixton and Handsworth 


have in common are that they are both 
areas where community policing has been 
pioneered. Whereas Brixton’s community 
policing experiment was set up after the 
1981 uprisings and Scarman’s inquiry into 
the Brixton disorders, the Lozells Project, 
ran by a Joint Committee of police, 
community leaders and statutory agencies, 
was set up as early as 1979. 

Handsworth was known as an area of 
acute racism and deprivation since the end 
of the 1960s — and it was Handsworth’s 
black community that bore the brunt of 
police harassment in the West Midlands 
area. In 1972, for example, Paul Storey was 
charged with a mugging offence at 
Thornhill Road police station; he was 
found guilty and sentenced to 20 years in 
prison. Thornhill Road station became 
notorious in the black community and 
campaigns were mounted by groups in the 
area in defence of its members. Report after 
‘academic’ report looked at Handsworth 
and its policing, not in order to suggest 
ways of restraining the police, but in order 
to target the problem. The ‘problem’ was 
the Rastas — the predators on the rest of 
decent white society. 

The Lozells Project attempted to channel 
their anger into police-led and financed 
schemes. Police, via Inner City Partnership 
money, funded projects in schools, 
newspapers and attempted to draw black 
youth into the Wallace Lawler Centre by 
providing it with the best sports equipment 


Extracts from the statement made by Asian 
members of the Handsworth Defence 
Campaign 


* Both communities have lived together in 
this area for many years, facing the same 
racial harassment from the police. Our 
temples and mosques are side-by-side with 
Afro-Caribbean social centres and 
churches. We have lived together peacefully 
for all these years. 


* The attacks over the past few days have 
been directed against property and the 
police. Asian, Afro-Caribbean and white 
youths have taken part in this. It was a 
rebellion against poverty and_ police 
harassment. 


*No Asians were attacked by the Afro- 
Caribbeans during the rebellion. The Post 
Office that was set alight on Lozells Road 
was one of many shops in that area which 
were burnt. It is deeply regrettable that two 
Asians have tragically died. We extend our 
deepest sympathies to the bereaved. On 
Wednesday 11 September at 4.30pm, 
wreathes were laid by members of the Asian 
and Afro-Caribbean communities at the 
Post Office, as a mark of respect to those 
that died. 


* We call on the Asian people to see through 
the police lies and stand with the Asian and 
Afro-Caribbean youths that have been 
arrested, beaten and now face being framed 
up by the courts. 





in the area. Police lobbied for grants for 
some groups, but those who turned down 
funding were often later the subject of 
heavier policing. 

Meanwhile, policing on the ground 
remained the same. There is, in fact, 
constant over-policing throughout the 
Handsworth area. CARF heard reports that 
following the ‘disturbances’ riot police had 
surrounded the Lozells area, with rubber 
bullets, CS gas, dogs, helicopters and 
constant foot patrols ready in the wings. 
We also heard that many black youths 
walking through the area carrying sound 
systems were stopped and searched on the 
grounds that their bounty must have been 
stolen. 


Brixton: Consultative Group 
has no answers 


Lambeth was the first London area to set 
up a Home Office style Consultative 
Group, on to which black representatives 
were invited, and since 1982 it has led a 
chequered existence. Its inability to gain 
any credibility within the community 
whatsoever is startling. The Consultative 
Group has failed to prevent major 
swamping exercises or the presence of the 
SPG. It was not informed for eight days 
when a black youth, Junior Service, nearly 
died as a result of police brutality, and only 
recently it has proved so ineffectual that 
Lambeth Council has been forced to pull 
out. Nevertheless, the police continue to 
boast its successes. But if community 
policing is such a hit in Brixton, why was an 
armed raid on a black woman’s home 
necessary in the first place, and why, given 
the publicised aims of the consultative 
group — to keep the community informed 
on police operations — did it take so long 
for the community to find out exactly what 
had happened to Mrs Groce? And why, 
when the community in their rage and 
frustration, went down to the police station 
to find out the truth, were they met with 
police equipped with riot shields? Why, 
when Members of Lambeth Council asked 
for an emergency meeting with police, were 
they met with a stone wall of silence? 


Press cover up for police 


The accidental shooting of Cherry Groce 
was a ‘tragic’ incident, said the press — but 
one in which no way justified the ‘criminal’ 
events that followed. Despite one black 


resident saying, ‘At least this is one ‘‘riot”’ 


they can’t say wasn’t triggered by the 
police’, the press managed to do just that, 
covering for the police by blaming it all on 
‘criminal’ elements and ‘outside agitators’. 
In fact, it would seem that the police were 
the real victims of 28 September — news 
reports presented us with pictures of police 
accompanied by so-called community 
leaders, desperately trying to restore calm, 
and a dispirited chief of the West Yorkshire 
police, who is heading the police inquiry, 
being turned away from Mrs Groce’s home 
as though he were the injured party. 

The officer who shot Mrs Groce, we are 
told, is suffering from shock, just as the 
officer who killed 5-year-old John 
Shorthouse in Birmingham is receiving 
psychiatric treatment in a Harley Street 
hospital. 





The police theory of ‘outsider’ and 
‘criminal’ responsibility conveniently denies 
the long history of black political struggle in 
Brixton — a struggle which, like that of 
Notting Hill in West London (remember 
1976 Carnival?), has centred around 
resistance to brutal policing. And nowhere 
has that resistance been more stark than on 
the Broadwater Farm Estate, Tottenham, 
which on 6 October was the scene of ‘the 
worst rioting ever seen in mainland Britain’ 
in which a policeman was killed and guns 
used. Sir Kenneth Newman, threatening 
London’s public with plastic bullets and CS 
gas, was quick to describe the ‘riot’ as a 
well-planned ‘plot’ instigated by outside 
activists and troublemakers. But what such 
a view conceals is that black youths on that 
estate have been fighting police incursions 
for many years. 

Broadwater Farm, built in the 1960s and 
greeted as an architectural masterpiece, has 
been hell to live in. These huge concrete 
blocks linked by wind-swept walkways are 
the last place anyone wants to be. The 5,000 
residents are now composed of the old, the 
poor, the black and the one-parent families 
— those that can’t find anywhere else to 
live and will put up with the lack of 
facilities. 

When in the early 1980s young blacks 
took a dis-used chip shop and turned it into 


TWICE NiGHTUY 
BT A Pouce 








a youth club, it was repeatedly raided by the 
police who identified its members as ‘anti- 
police’. Youths who then picketed 
Tottenham police station were arrested 
when the picket was attacked by the Instant 
Response Unit. The Broadwater Farm 
Defence Campaign was launched in 
November 1982 to protect those four 
arrested. The Instant Response Unit 
patrolled the estate for two days and was 
met by massive community resistance. (Beer 
kegs were reputedly dropped from 
overhead walkways on the IRU vans 
below.) In 1983, when the National Front 
held a meeting in a nearby school in 
Tottenham Hale, the youths from 
Broadwater Farm joined in the anti-fascist 
protest — many of them got arrested in the 
process when riot police with shields and 
batons fought off the protesters. 

A bitter hatred of the police had grown 
up in the estate’s black community and 
when they heard of the killing of Mrs 
Jarrett — the mother of Floyd, a voluntary 
youth worker and stalwart of the 
Broadwater Farm Youth Association — 
they were ready to demonstrate their anger 
on the streets. But the police sealed off the 
exits from the estate and thereby precipated 
a full-scale riot. Urban planners might have 
hoped to contain inner city rebellion with 
constructions like Broadwater Farm, which 
has only two exits (similar to the design of 
the notorious Bijlmermeer in Amsterdam 
which also houses the poor, dispossessed 
and black), but the residents turned the 
tables; the Broadwater Farm estate became 
their fortress. 


THE HONEYFORD SAGA 


Ray Honeyford, beleaguered 
headmaster of Drummond Middle 
School in Bradford, seems to have big 
things on his mind. On October 2nd he 
was whisked past 200 demonstrators to a 
meeting with Margaret Thatcher at 
Downing Street, as part of a group 
(including the Mail’s education ‘expert’, 
Baroness Cox) invited to instruct the 
Prime Minister on the perils of left-wing 
politicisation in schools. Judging from 
his Downing Street welcome, and the 
continued media love affair with this 
modest hero, who dared to stand up and 
speak his mind about the perils 


confronting white pupils in his school, 


Honeyford may soon have a new career 
cut out for himself — as government 
consultant on multicultural education. 

Meanwhile, his old career is 
continuing to disrupt the education of 
pupils whose parents remain fiercely 
determined to see the end of him. On 
October 15th the on-going boycott of 
Drummond Middle School, organised 
by the Parents’ Action Group, was 
widened to include more than 4,000 
schoolchildren at 100 of Bradford’s 350 
schools. That evening, three pro- 
Honeyford community representatives 
were elected to the school’s governing 
body by the majority of a single vote — 
which makes it likely that the struggle to 
get a new headmaster will be a long and . 
increasingly bitter one. 
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REPORTING HANDSWORTH 


The national press showed us the 
Handsworth it wanted to see. While 
the ‘moaning minnies’ doggedly 
highlighted the stark facts of inner city 
distress and catastrophic youth 
unemployment in the Guardian, 
Financial Times, and isolated columns 
in some Sunday papers, the press 
generally got on with the job of 
providing an interpretation of events 
conducive to the spirit and strategies of 
Thatcherite Britain. 


Into the breach 


For the reporters deprived of the excitement 
of a foreign posting or a trip to the 
Falklands, Handsworth — the enemy 
territory within — got their adrenalin 
flowing. Crawling heroically past the 
Rambo poster at the head of Lozells Road, 
rescuing frightened puppies, risking ‘race- 
hate’ muggings, the Handsworth they 
invaded and portrayed was indeed a foreign 
country — inhabited by maurauding blacks 
bent on expressing some deep tribal 
‘bloodlust’ and endemic criminality. While 
the Mail’s Brian James won his spurs under 
fire (‘then I knew. . . thenI knew. . . then 
I knew about the fear’), the Sun’s Ian 
Hepburn lost the tools of his trade: ‘I tasted 
race-hate violence first hand when I was 
mugged and kicked by a 15-strong mob of 
West Indian youths’ (11.9.85). Only 
towards the end of his emotive piece does 
the reader find out what the ‘menacing 
gang’ was after: not Hepburn’s money, nor 
his life, but — on discovering he wrote for 
the Sun — his notebooks. 

Requesting Sun reporter not to ‘write bad 
things about us’ was asking for a kind of 
analysis, understanding, and honesty which 
simply does not exist in the largely right- 
wing press. The tabloids without exception 
depicted Handsworth in apocalyptic terms, 
within a framework provided not by the 
riot-strewn centuries of national history, 
but by the myopic obsessions of Enoch 
Powell. 


The prophet triumphant 


Handsworth has demonstrated the extent to 
which Powell and the popular press have 
come to share a common ‘folk-memory’ — 
fixated on 1981, with earlier urban 
upheavals and rural risings leaving scarcely 
a trace on the dreamscape of a united 
homogeneous England. For both, such riot 
and disorder are wholly new, and 
immigrant-linked. For both, the agenda 
remains what it was in 1968, with John 
Junior in the Sunday Express once again 
surveying the course of the bloody Tiber, 
and Brian Walden in the Standard 
challenging his friends on ‘Weekend 
World’ and the Guardian to comment 
openly on Powell’s predictions (18.9.85). 
As for the smug prophet himself, 
predictably enough he crowed ‘I told you 
so’ in the Sunday Express, adding that 
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perhaps Handsworth was a blessing in 
disguise. It demonstrated how misled were 
those who, post-Brixton, believed that they 
could ‘conjure away disaster’. It made it 
clear for all to see that repatriation was the 
only way to ‘stop the torch from being put 
to Britain’s funeral pyre’ (15.9.85). 

With the exception of a few ‘send ’em 
back’ zealots like the Mail’s Andrew 
Alexander, the press has never seen 
repatriation as a practical solution, but one 
leading inevitably to more disorder than it 
would prevent. (Recent leader responses to 
Powell’s latest repatriation speech show 
little change.) The press may not go all the 
way with Powell, and endorse his pet 
‘solution’. But it has, unfalteringly, kept 
company with him as he gave vent to his 
paranoia about ‘numbers’, and his vision of 
black-created ‘alien territory’ in which the 
indigenous inhabitants would have lost 
both their moorings and their security, 
becoming the ‘silent oppressed’. These 
preoccupations have been amply watered 
by Handsworth’s rivers of blood. For Peter 
Taylor of the Sunday Express, Handsworth 
represented the full-blown Powell 
nightmare, where whites live in terror of 
their black neighbours: ‘Lives of such quiet 
desperation — usually led by old ladies — 
can be glimpsed through lace curtains in 
Handsworths all over Britain’ (15.9.85). 

The Sun meanwhile leaped at the 
chance to count heads once again, giving a 
population break-down by race in ‘Britain’s 
biggest centres of immigration’ under an 
enormous headline deeming these to be 
‘Cities in the Front Line, where the fear of 
mob war grips the streets’ (11.9.85). It is 
not, however, economic devastation 
wrought by the loss of 190,000 jobs which 
has made Birmingham the Sun’s ‘ticking 
time-bomb’ — but rather the imported 
hatred which has set black against brown. 
In the same issue of the paper, an 
anonymous Sun reporter described this 
imported ‘mob war’ in terms of feckless 
West Indians turning against the 
entrepreneurial Asians. The following day 
Roy Kerridge warmed to the same theme in 
a Sun feature which drew upon every racial 
stereotype in the book to explain ‘Why the 
bitter blacks hate the Asians’. Handsworth 
was an ‘uprising against Asians’ by ‘wild, 
undisciplined’ West Indian youths bitterly 
resentful of their economic success. 


Fragmenting the black 
community 


There is nothing particularly novel in this 
interpretation. For some time the Sun, Mail 
and other papers have played up divisions 
within the black community. They have 
made the most of Asian success stories, 
which demonstrated that it was possible to 
get ahead in Thatcher’s Britain by dint of 
hard work and self-reliance. As the press 
saw it, ‘West Indian’ envy and criminality 
were evident in the ethnic crime statistics. 
Reporting these last year, the Sun, without 


any foundation, juxtaposed the stereotypes 
of the violent ‘black mugger’ and _ his 
passive ‘Asian victim’ in a way that 
suggested that blacks were more intent on 
attacking each other than standing together 
to fight white racism (see Searchlight, 
November 1984). 


‘Racism’ Handsworth-style 


A few months ago, the violent face of white 
racism at last forced itself into the public 
consciousness. Following the murder by 
arson of the Kassam family in London, the 
epidemic of racist attacks has finally been 
given considerable press coverage. How 
reassuring at such a time to have 
Handsworth on tap as another 
manifestation of ‘racism’: the attacks by 
white on black can be balanced and 
‘cancelled out’ by the attacks by black on 
brown. The Guardian’s David Rose (‘West 
Indians and Asians deny rivalry’, 12.9.85) 
and Leslie Anthony Goffe (‘Black and 
brown in Brum’, 19.9.85) visited 
Handsworth and described the Asian and 
Afro-Caribbean communities ‘united by 
poverty’ and the common experience of 
white racism and police harassment, but 
this picture, and the testimony of several 
Asian and Afro-Caribbean spokesmen and 
women, have found no favour in the press 
generally. 

For the most part, where ‘racism’ was 
mentioned at all as a contributory cause to 
the riots, it was the ‘racism’ of jealous 
blacks and Rastafarians lusting for loot; the 
‘natural victims’ were the Asians in their 
midst. Facts which didn’t fit this 
interpretation were conveniently 
overlooked — such as the fact that white 
and Asian youth also took to the streets, 
and white and Afro-Caribbean shops also 
got attacked, and that more whites than 
blacks were arrested on the day of the riot. 
The ‘eye-witness account’ of two Asian 
brothers in their sub-post office allegedly 
announcing they would stay put to protect 
the Queen’s property, and then being 
beaten by a ‘West Indian gang’ of anywhere 
from 10 to 100 youths (depending on which 
paper you read), crying for mercy, and 
finally being burned to death, was given 
sensational coverage by all the papers. Only 
a few gave significant coverage to the 
subsequent pathologist report that they had 
not been beaten, and to the arrest of a white 
youth in connection with their murder. 


The drug menace 


If the notion of ‘racist attacks’ received a 
new twist in press coverage of Handsworth, 
so did the notion of policing as a cause of 
the upheaval. The police were indeed partly 
to blame — but, as far as the Mail, Express, 
Telegraph and Sun were concerned, they 
incurred blame because they were too 
hesitant, not because they were too 
intrusive. The Handsworth experiment with 
‘community policing’ had emasculated the 
agents of law and order. According to one 
Express report, they simply ‘walked away 


from abuse’ (11.9.85). This weakness, 
coupled with the ‘fact’ that ‘drug dealers 
find ideal cover in immigrant communities’, 
provided the papers with an acceptable 
explanation — Handsworth was ‘Britain’s 
first drug riot’ (Daily Telegraph, 13.9.85). 

The facts were, admittedly, pretty 
skimpy, but no matter. The Sunday 
Telegraph ignored urban deprivation 
altogether, and concentrated entirely on the 
explosive mixture of weird Rastafarians, 
Asians, and drugs. Speculating that the 
motorist who was stopped at the start of the 
trouble was a drugs dealer, the paper went 
on to describe the riot as a drug barons’ 
conspiracy to protect their lucrative trade 
— ‘Recruiting a few hundred dim and 
disaffected West Indians to rampage 
against ‘‘police harassment”’ is sadly not a 
difficult task’ (15.9.85). What evidence may 
exist for this fanciful scenario is never 
disclosed. 

The tabloids were especially keen on 
drugs as the all-purpose answer, with 


BETWEEN 
THE 
LINES 


What exactly is this cartoonist 
trying to say? 

Perhaps his editor should be 
asked. Write to: Sir John 
Junor, The Sunday Express 
Fleet Street, London 3 
EC4P 4JT. 


CAMPAIGN AGAINST THE 





Extra copies of CARF’s Public Order 
Campaign Broadsheet (4pp, A4) are available 
for 5p each, plus postage. Please send cash with 
order (cheques made payable to CARF). 


L] Please send me copies of the CARF 
Public Order Campaign Broadsheet. | enclose 
£ 





LJ Our organisation would like a speaker on the 
Public Order Bill. Please contact 


Tel: 





Name 





Address 








Send to CARF, c/o Searchlight, 37 New 
Cavendish St., London W1M 8JR. 


reported sightings of ‘white revolutionary 
scum’ (the phrase was Roy Hattersley’s) 
used to beef up the script. 

“How did they get here so quickly?’ the 
Mail wondered (11.9.85). Peter Shipley, a 
former member of Thatcher’s Policy Unit, 
wrote in the Telegraph of the way ‘Trot 
fanatics’ had moved into London’s East 
End to ‘fan unrest’ among Asians enduring 
‘a spate of violence’ against their ‘property 
and persons’ (further details omitted). The 
Trots were also ‘present in Birmingham in 
the days preceding the outbreak of this 
week’s rioting, ostensibly to hold meetings 
— some on the streets — about South 
Africa’ (12.9.85). 


The South African connection 


Why look further to see what went wrong in 
Handsworth? The blacks were seething 
with racial resentment, the police were lying 
low, the drug dealers were recruiting their 
own riot squads, the Trots were on the 
streets — and South Africa was on the TV. 


s6ME Powell Says we 

must do something ! 

Let’s get a higger 
carpel 1 


Handsworth blacks were not -only 
chronically lawless and drug-crazed, they 
were also ‘copy cats’. At a time when 
televised revelations of state brutality were 
making it increasingly difficult for sections 
of the media to maintain open sympathy 
with the ‘civilised’ standards of white South 
Africa, the Handsworth events enabled 
South Africa to be seen not so much as a 
matter of racist injustice, but as a simple 
law and order problem. Blacks everywhere 
are inherently unruly; they like to riot: this 
was the assumption behind two vicious 
Cummings’ cartoons in the Express 
(11.9.85) and Sunday Express (15.9.85) and 
a Jak cartoon in the Standard (11.9.85). An 
Express \eader called Handsworth an ‘eerie 
echo of recent events in South Africa’, and 
it certainly wasn’t concerned with the right 
and wrongs of either situation. The only 
thing that mattered was the restoration of 
order — for, as the Spectator intoned, 
‘where order cannot be maintained, all 
civilisation perishes’ (14.9.85). 





Conference 


RACIST ATTACKS: COMMUNITY 
RESPONSES 


Sunday, 10th November 1985 at the Conference Hall, GLC, 
County Hall, SE1 7PB. 9.30-5.00pm 


The Council is calling a one day conference 
to investigate/gather information upon and 
discuss community responses to racist 
attacks in London. 

This important matter is of concern to the 
Council and is a matter on which the Council 
wishes to hear the views of Londoners so 
that it is better informed to take decisions 
upon its policies and initiatives in relation to 
such attacks. 

The themes include: 

@growth of racist/fascist activities; the 
strategies used by such groups. 
@challenging of racist attacks; including 
defending the black communities. 

@analysis of racist attacks within an 
historical context. 

Speakers 

Speakers from Searchlight, Bradford 12, 
CAPA, Southall Monitoring Group together 
with other defence campaigns and anti-racist 
groups will be present. 


Workshops 

@defending the black communities against 
racist attacks 

@ networking — building alliances 
@®women — racist/sexual harassment/ 
attacks 

@ local authorities’ roles. 


Creche, signers, interpreters, 
access available on demand. 


disability 


For further information, please 


ring 
Huesan Chan-Ellis or Naheed Aziz on 633 
4270/4273 or write to: DG/EMU, Room 
686, GLC, County Hall, SE1. 


Note: The Racial Harassment Bill Conference 
will take place on 17 November 1985. It will 
consider the need for changes in the law and 
the policies that should be adopted by 
housing agencies and other institutions. For 
further information, please ring 633 6020. 
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Cart GN NG NEG AINSI 
RACISM & FASCISM 


area round-up 


A monthly non-evaluative account 
of racist activity drawn from the 
IRR’s press cuttings of national and 
local newspapers. 


RACIAL ATTACKS 





Boy sees father stabbed 


A seven year-old boy saw his father, an Asian 
grocery shop owner, stabbed to death by a man 
wearing a disguise of green overalls and a plastic 
bag with cut out eye-holes over his head. The 
man approached the boy’s father, there was an 
exchange of words and the man then plunged a 
knife into the shop-owner’s chest. Police have 
discounted a racial motive for the attack and say 
that it was most likely a robbery. (Daily Mail 
23.9.85.) 


Six year-old girl kicked 


Six year-old Nazneen M was brutally kicked by a 
white youth — one of a gang of four — as she 
walked through a crowded street near her home. 
On another occasion, her four year-old brother 
was kicked in the head, and on many occasions 
the family’s flat has been attacked by gangs of 
white youths wielding steel bars. (7ime Out 
19.9.85.) 


Gang set dog on boy 


A 14 year-old Asian boy was bitten by a dog set 
on him by a gang of youths as he was walking 
home from school with a friend. (East London 
Advertiser 6.9.85.) 


Children blamed for racist attacks 


Chief Superintendent Gordon Day of London’s 
H district, which includes Tower Hamlets, the 
scene of many racist attacks, says that children as 
young as 11 are to blame for many of the racial 
incidents in the area. Incidents range from stone 
throwing to serious assaults and peak at lunch 
time and just after 4pm when pupils are going 
home from school. The majority of whites 
suspected of assaulting Asians were aged 
between 11 and 16 and tended to operate in small 
gangs rather than on their own. (London 
Standard 10.9.85.) 


Five years of racial abuse 


A Sikh family living in Battersea, south London, 
have been forced to take out private prosecutions 
against their white neighbours because local 
police say they do not want to get involved. Over 
a five-year period, Mr Balwant Singh and his 
family have been pelted with stones, beaten up, 
kicked, bombarded with racial abuse, had their 
washing stolen and rubbish tipped into their 
garden — all by their white neighbours. Three 
times the Singhs have been awarded damages 
when they have taken neighbours to court but 
Mrs Singh says she is now losing her patience 
with the police: ‘‘We can take a certain amount, 
but it is just human nature to hit back when you 
can’t take anymore . .. If the police had taken 
action against these smaller incidents then we 
wouldn’t have all these dreadful killings and 
arson attacks’’. The family now say that they will 
be forced to fight back in self-defence. (Asian 
Times 30.8-5.9.85.) 


Bus conductor attacked 


A 42 year-old Asian bus conductor was sprayed 
in the face with stinging fluid by a gang of seven 
youths who boarded his bus near Essex Road, in 
north London. (/slington Gazette 6.9.85.) 
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ARSON ATTACKS 


IMMIGRATION 





Last month Searchlight devoted a special section 
to the increasing number of arson attacks on 
black people, their homes, businesses and their 
places of worship. This month the numbers of 
arson attacks on black people, reported to 
CARF, is even higher; some of the worst are 
printed below. 


Cloth factory destroyed 


It took more than 100 firemen from 15 stations 
all over north London over 24 hours to put out a 
massive blaze which destroyed a cloth factory 
belonging to the Kahan Brothers in Tottenham, 
north London. (Hornsey Journal 20.9.85.) 


Brick Lane 


Another clothing firm was destroyed by an arson 
attack in the early hours of the morning. It is the 
second time Suleman Ali’s saree shop has been 
attacked. Mr Ali was sleeping in a flat above a 
nearby shop when he was woken up by the noise 
of people shouting in the street and police and 
fire engines arriving. ‘I went down and saw it 
was my building on fire again’’, said Mr Ali. 
(East London Advertiser 20.9.85.) 


Milk-float burned 


The Sidhu family, who run a dairy in Southall, 
fear that a recent attack on one of their milk- 
floats means a repeat of attacks which occurred 
when they first began their business. In the latest 
attack a youth was seen interfering with the float 
which was set on fire and careered out of control 
down a road. In earlier incidents tyres were 
slashed on one float, oil was siphoned off from 
another so that the engine seized up when it was 
started up, and the wheels of a third float were 
tampered with. (Southall Gazette 6.9.85.) 


Homeless family petrol bombed 


A homeless Bangladeshi family who were 
squatting in a council flat in south London 
escaped unharmed after two teenage boys petrol- 
bombed the flat. Jason Mitchell (16) and Darren 
Hutchins (14) were each sentenced to three years’ 
youth custody for the attack. It began when four 
youths, including Mitchell, ransacked the flat 
and stole £15. Later a group of boys, including 
Hutchins, stood outside the flat chanting racist 
abuse. Finally a petrol bomb was_ thrown. 
(Birmingham Post 13.9.85.) 


EDUCATION 





Racial attack at new school 


An Asian boy was taken to hospital with a 
handwound after an incident involving 50 pupils 
at Breckfields community comprehensive school 
in Liverpool. It was the first time black pupils 
had attended the school. Local education 
officials blamed ‘‘outsiders’’ including National 
Front sympathisers for the trouble. (Times 
Educational Supplement 20.9.85.) 


Powell speech criticised 


Liberal MP Simon Hughes has called on the 
Government to repudiate a speech made by 
Enoch Powell which advocated the ‘‘repatriation 
of coloured immigrants’’. His speech was also 
criticised by Peter Newsam, chairman of the 
CRE, who said there was nothing new about 
Powell’s solution to the problems of inner cities. 
He added: ‘‘By far the most serious disturbances 
in the UK are continuing to take place in 
Northern Ireland. As an MP for the area, who 
does Mr Powell suggest should be shipped out in 
order to quieten things down and to what 
country? It is to that kind of thinking that his 
logic leads’’. (Guardian 21.9.85.) 


Nightmare trip to America 


A visit to America to see her aunt turned into a 
nightmare for a 16 year-old black girl when she 
was deported from the US despite having a visa 
to stay indefinitely. US customs officials wanted 
to know why Marie Smith only had a one-way 
ticket, how much money she had and how long 
she would stay and then decided to return her to 
London. At Heathrow airport she was detained 
for another six hours and British Airways 
officials tried to persuade her to pay the cost of 
the return flight. Marie’s mother complains that 
the BA deliberately lied to her over her 
daughter’s whereabouts: ‘‘I was told she was not 
on the flight from Florida when I went to meet 
it’. Tottenham MP Norman Atkinson is 
pursuing the matter with BA and the US 
Embassy. (Hornsey Journal 27.9.85.) 


POLICE 





Police protection needed 


Newham Police Committee have asked police 
chiefs to step up patrols near a Muslim religious 
and community centre following a spate of arson 
attacks. A report to the Committee says that the 
attacks on the Canning Town Muslim and 
Religious Centre are racially motivated but local 
police say there is little to support this allegation. 
(Newham Recorder 19.9.85.) 


Row over SPG deployment 


Wandsworth police consultative committee is 
angry that it was not informed of the deployment 
of a 30-strong SPG squad in the Battersea area 
during June. Police claim that the use of the SPG 
has resulted in a ten per cent drop in street 
robberies but the Committee’s chairman, 
Richard Wood, says ‘‘The presence of the SPG 
and their successes should be reported to this 
committee. It is a matter of public concern that 
the Group is here, because of its history’’. (South 
London Press 1.9.85.) 


EMPLOYMENT 





Club ‘barred Asians’ 


An industrial tribunal heard that the 
Hippodrome, a night club in London’s West 
End, barred black people, Indians wearing 
turbans, as well as eastenders and fat women. 
Said Abdulla claimed he was unfairly dismissed 
from his job as head doorman although the club 
said he was dismissed for using excessive 
violence. Another former club doorman also told 
the tribunal that the club operated a colour bar 
and employees were told specifically to let in 
“only a certain class of person’’. (Times 
20.9.85.) 


Research reveals racism and low pay 


The first major survey for ten years of working 
conditions in London’s top hotels has revealed 
high levels of racism, poor wage rates and a high 
level of injuries to employees. The GLC survey 
revealed that two-thirds of those interviewed 
earned less than £90 per week while in one five- 
star hotel, ethnic minority kitchen workers were 
paid as little as £30 to £40 gross on a cash in hand 
basis. One Moroccan chambermaid told 
researchers she was racially abused for refusing 
to re-clean a bath into which her supervisor had 
deliberately poured toxic chemicals. (West 
Indian World 7.8.85.) 


